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ABSTRACT 
 
Siti Rohmiatun. 2019. Connotative Meanings In Selected Song Lyrics of Creed. 
Thesis. English Letters Study Program, Faculty of Cultures and Languages. 
Advisors : M. Zainal Muttaqien, S.S., M.Hum    
Key Words : Semantics, Types of Connotative Meanings, Selected Song Lyrics    
    of Creed. 
 
The aim of this research is to find connotative meaning of selected song’s 
lyrics of Creed and to describe the types of connotative meaning and the dominant 
types of connotative meaning in selected song’s lyrics of Creed. The researcher 
formulates the problems into: 1) What are the types of connotative meaning in 
selected song lyrics of Creed? and 2) What are the dominant types of connotative 
meaning in selected song lyrics of Creed? 
This research uses qualitative methods to analyze data found from selected 
song’s lyrics, so the researcher is able describe the conclusion according to the 
problem statements. The source of the data are certain lyrics in selected song of 
Creed. Meanwhile, data collected by process of analyzing are encoded into 
several identities, categories,and calssification. Then, researcher uses data or 
source comformabolity as trustworthiness of the data in seeking credibility. 
Based on the analysis, the researcher finds that there are three types of 
connotative meanings in selected song lyrics of Creed. They are positive 
connotation, negative connotation, and neutral connotation. The researcher 
concludes that the dominant types of connotative meanings in selected song lyrics 
of Creed is positive connotation. Thus, the researcher finds 36 data representing 
connotative meaning.    
 
 
 
 
  
x 
 
ABSTRAK 
 
Siti Rohmiatun. 2019. Connotative Meanings In Selected Song Lyrics of Creed. 
Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Budaya dan Bahasa. 
Advisors : M. Zainal Muttaqien, S.S., M.Hum    
Key Words : Semantics, Types of Connotative Meanings, Selected Song Lyrics    
    of Creed. 
 
 Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan makna konotasi dari lirik lagu 
Creed yang dipilih dan untuk menggambarkan jenis makna konotasi dan jenis 
makna konotasi yang dominan dari lirik lagu Creed yang dipilih. Penulis 
merumuskan masalah menjadi: 1) Apakah jenis makna konotasi dari lirik lagu 
Creed yang dipilih? dan 2) Apakah jenis makna konotasi yang dominan dari lirik 
lagu Creed yang dipilih? 
Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif untuk menganalisis data dari 
lirik lagu yang dipilih, jadi penulis dapat menggambarkan kesimpulan menurut 
rumusan masalah. Sumber data dari penelitian ini adalah lirik lagu tertentu dari 
Creed. Sementara itu, data yang dikumpulkan melalui proses analisis dikodekan 
ke dalam beberapa identitas, kategori, dan klasifikasi. Kemudian, peneliti 
menggunakan tehnik keabsahan data agar data sesuai. 
Berdasarkan analisis tersebut, peneliti menemukan tiga jenis makna 
konotasi dari lirik lagu Creed yang dipilih. Antara lain konotasi positif, konotasi 
negatif, dan konotasi netral. Peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa jenis makna konotasi 
yang dominan dari lirik lagu Creed yang dipilih yaitu konotasi positif. Jadi, 
peneliti menemukan 36 data yang mewakili makna konotasi. 
 
 
  
 CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study 
 Communication can be built if there is understanding between speaker and 
listener. The aim is to indicate something or some relation or even some ideas, 
and it can be shown or called as it is meaning. Semantic is a part of linguistic 
which discuss meaning. Meaning is important in comunication, to avoid 
misunderstanding. Meaning is divided into two parts, literal meaning and 
nonliteral meaning. Literal meaning based on explicit word, while nonliteral 
meaning is implicit word. Besides, people may find difficulty meaning in implicit 
word. There are ways in expressing ideas which deviates from the semantic 
conventions, some of which are through the use of denotative and connotative 
meaning. Meaning is idea or concept, which can be transferred from the mind of 
the hearer by embodying them as it were in the forms of one language or another. 
(Lyon, 1995:136) 
 There are six functions of languge, namely Phatic function, it deals with 
connection between speakers. Then, Poetic function as the attitude towards the 
message itself, centers on the message itself. Metalingual function is used 
whenever the addresser and the addressee need to check whetever they use same 
code and when the language is used to speak about language. Meanwhile, 
Emotive function focuses on the addresser. Connative function is an orientation 
toward addressee. The last, referential function corresponds to the factor of  
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context and describes a situation, object or mental state. (Roman Jakobson, 
1960:57) 
 People communicate each other through various media. The media are 
used by the speaker to help the hearer to get the information and messages. In 
lyrics, the author can use all kinds of expressions to send information. For 
example, when she wants express a girl, the author can use flower to cover or 
imply it in a lyrics to make the lyrics more beautiful and comfortable to be heard.  
 Song lyrics used to share the feelings of the author and to criticize a person 
or group of people. The author uses various expressions to cover and polite the 
lyrics of the song. Even though the author uses various words, he still can send the 
messages. The various expressions usually make some people have difficulties to 
understand the meaning of the lyrics, because the meaning is covered with 
beautiful music and the voice of the lyrics. That is why, there is a study to 
understand the meaning in utterance which is called connotative meaning. 
Connotation are the attitudes, feelings, and emotions aroused by words. 
For example, the connotative meaning for the word “snake” is evil or danger. 
Next, for the word “mother” refelcts attitude, positive, love, respect, feeling, and 
emotions, secure and warm. 
Some of connotative meanings take place due to the speaker intention to 
get agreed feeling, pleasantness or unpleasantness, etc, to the listeners but in 
another side, the speakers has the same feeling with the listeners. Goddard (1998: 
21) states that connotation is shifting an idiosyncratic association, which a word 
may have for some speakers but not other (as opposed to the fixed and generally 
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accepted meaning of a word). Pardopo in Laily (2001: 21) argues that connotation 
are relatively unstable; they vary considerably according to the culture, historical 
period, and the individual experience.   
 The researcher choose connotative meaning because the implied lyrics are 
interesting to learn and have different senses from the meaning. Many of words in 
the lyrics are not obvious about whom, where, when, the text is situated. 
Connotation analysis is purposed to understand the meanings of a song and know 
how to interpret it. By understanding the meaning of texts in sentences, there is no 
misconceptions on the interpretation. The song lyrics vary in terms of textual 
meanings, because generally the hearers of the songs have different  
interpretations to understand the meaning of the songs. 
The researcher shows some lyrics from Creed’s songs which contain 
connotative meanings below. This song entitle Don’t Stop Dancing from the 
Weathered  album. 
(1) “At times life is wicked and I just can't see the light” (01/0:02/NEGC/DSD) 
(2) “At times life is wicked and I just can't see the light” (02/0:06/NEUC/DSD) 
(3) “A silver lining sometimes isn't enough” (03/0:09/NEUC/DSD) 
In the example above, 01 refers to data number 1, 0:02 refers to site of the data, 
NEGC refers to type of connotative meanings, and DSD refers to the title of song. 
There are three examples of connotative meaning used in those lyrics in bold 
formats namely wicked, light and silver lining. Wicked has bad or evil meaning. It 
refers to someone who always does a bad thing in his life (sin). Meanwhile, Light 
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means goodness. Then, the words silver lining symbolizes someone who has a 
dream about his life, but he cannot make it come true. 
 Songs have several aspects that can be analyzed. In analyzing song lyrics, 
one shouldnot only find the meaning in song lyrics but she must also know the 
theme behind in the song lyrics. The researcher studies connotative meaning used 
in selected song lyrics of Creed. The researcher intends to find some types of 
connotative meaning used in selected song lyrics of Creed, to find the dominant 
types of connotative meaning used, and  also the reason why they are dominant. 
Therefore, the researcher entitle this research Connotative Meanings in Selected 
Song Lyrics of Creed. In this study, the listeners or the readers can get a lot 
information and additional knowledge about the meaning in selected song lyrics 
of Creed. Song lyrics usually convey the writer’s  feeling, emotion, story or 
opinion to the listeners. 
 
B. Limitation of the Problem 
 The researcher focuses on observing the connotative meanings in song 
lyrics of Creed. There are six songs from different albums i.e: Don’t Stop 
Dancing, My Own Prison , What This Life For, One Last Breath, Faceless Man, , 
My Sacrifice. The reseacher choose those songs because it contains some 
connotative meanings and it is often listed on the Billboard chart. 
 
 
 
2 
 
C. Problem Formulation 
Based on the description above, the researcher is going to show that there 
are two problems related with this study, the problems are as follows: 
  
 1. What are the types of connotative meanings in selected song lyrics of 
 Creed? 
 2. What are the dominant types of connotative meanings in selected song 
 lyrics of Creed? 
 
D. The Objectives of the Study 
 1. To describe the types of connotative meanings in selected song lyrics of 
 Creed. 
 2. To describe the dominant types of connotative meanings in selected  
 song  lyrics of Creed. 
E. The Benefits of the Study 
This study is hopefully able to provide some benefits to the readers 
and the other researchers both theoretically and practically. The benefits are 
as follow: 
 
1. Theoretical Benefits 
The result of this study is intended to develop the variety of literary 
studies in the field of linguistics especially on the analysis of connotative 
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meanings in song lyrics. It is also intended to improve the reader's 
knowledge about linguistics study especially semantics on connotative 
meanings through song lyrics. 
2. Practical Benefits  
The researcher hopes this research can give additional information or 
knowledge for the readers, students, and also the other researchers 
especially in the topic of connotative meaning from semantic analysis.  
  
F.  Definition of Key Terms 
 The followings are the definition of key terms in this study. 
1. Meaning 
Meaning derived from word “mean” English mænan, from Dutch meenen, 
and German meinen. 
Meaning is idea or concept, which can be transferred from the mind of the 
hearer by embodying them as it were in the forms of one language or 
another. (Lyon, 1995:136) 
2. Connotative Meaning 
Connotative meaning is the meaning which appears by association of 
language used by the speaker or listener about the language which they 
speak or read. (Pateda, 2001: 112) 
Connotative meaning can  be divided into two kinds, namely positive 
connotative (pure word) and negative connotative (snarl word). Besides 
the positive and negative connotative meaning, there is neutral that is most 
of them is jargon language. (in Widarso 1989:71)  
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3. Song lyrics 
Song is a short piece of music with words that you sing. (Hornby, 
2000:1281). Meanwhile, lyric is expressing a person’s feeling and 
thoughts. (Hornby 2000:802) 
4. Creed  
Creed is an American rock band formed in 1993 in Tallahassee, Florida. 
This band has five personnels, they are Scott Stapp as the vocalist, Scott 
Phillips as the drummer, Brian Marshall as the bassist, Brian Brasher as 
guitarist, and the last, Mark Tremonti also as the guitarist. In the end of 
1995, Brian Brasher left the band. (Creed, 2018) 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW ON RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. Definition of Semantics 
Semantics as the study of meaning is central to the study of 
communication. Semantics is also as the centre of the study of human 
mind, thought processes, cognition, and conceptualization which all these 
are bound up with the way in which we classify and convey our 
experience of the world through language. Semantics is not concerned 
with the factual status of things in the world but with their meanings in a 
language. 
There are some definitions of semantics. It comes from some 
linguists. Lyon (1995:138) concludes that semantics is the study of 
meaning. The term of meaning in the theory of semantics can be described 
from the mind of speaker to the mind of hearer by embodying them, as it 
was, in the form of one language or another. If the term meaning is 
described as ideas or concept, then it will not help us to answer such that 
question because the term concept is not clearly defined, and it is so vague 
and general. Moreover, he states that the word meaning may not have the 
same range of application as any single word in other languages. Semantic 
is the systematic study of meaning. Besides it is also the study of how 
languages organize and express meanings. (Keidler, 2002:3)  
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Hurford and Heasley (1984:1) states that semantics is a study of 
meaning in language. Alfred Korzbsky (1877-1950) believes that „general 
semantic‟ language influences not on ly our thinking but also all of human 
behaviors. Palmer (1981: 1) says that semantics is the technical term used 
to refer to the study of meaning, and since meaning is part of language, 
semantics is a linguistic study. According to the definition of semantic 
above, we can conclude that semantic is the study of meaning in word, 
phrase, and sentence form. 
It is in line with Yule (2010:112) is statement that semantics is a 
study of the meaning of words, phrases, and sentences. Meaning is also 
figures at levels of language below the word and above it. It means that the 
meanings of word show the level of language; every word and sentence 
which appears have their own meaning. (Widdowson, 2006:53) 
    
B. Kinds of Meanings 
Semantics is concerned with the aspect of meaning in language. 
When we work with semantic as the main aspect of analyzing or as the 
point to be observed it will deals with such types of meaning. Lyon 
(1984:139-143) states that as semantics is the study of meaning, many 
types of meaning are included in it. There are lexical, grammatical, 
sentence, descriptive, expressive, and social meanings.  According to 
Abdul Chaer (2007:289) kinds of meanings include lexical, grammatical 
and contextual meaning, referential and non referential meaning, 
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denotative and connotative meaning, conceptual and associative meaning, 
and lexeme.  
Furthermore, Pateda (2001:96) states that kinds of meanings 
include cognitive meaning, ideational meaning, denotational meaning and 
proportional meaning. Meanwhile, Verhaar according to kinds of 
meanings include gramatical meaning and lexical meaning. In addition, 
Boomfield in Pateda (1990:16-17) states that there are narrowed meaning 
and widened meaning. 
 
1. Lexical meaning 
The term lexical meaning which is used in semantics is 
interpreted as the meaning of lexeme whether it is lexeme or para 
phrasal lexeme. Lexical meaning refers to the sense or meaning of a 
word or lexeme as it appears in a dictionary. Lexical meaning often 
called semantic meaning, denotative meaning, and central meaning. It 
has differences with grammatical meaning or structural meaning. 
According to Chaer (1994:289) lexical meaning refers to the real 
meaning, the meaning that is proper with our sense observation, or for 
granted meaning. Lexical meaning is the real meaning and it is also 
known as the dictionary definition. 
Lexical meaning covers, among other things, the discussion 
about denotation, connotation, ambiguity, synonymy, antonym, 
hyponymy, polysemy, homonymy, and homophony. (Ahmadin, 
1996:4). According to Kempson (1977:82) lexical meaning is 
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characterized as vacillating for each lexical item over a listed a set of 
possible interpretations, then without any additional restriction, one 
would expect that in environments where more then one of these 
interpretation is possible, they should be simultaneously present as 
implications of the sentence. 
Lexical meaning is also smallest meaning unit in the meaning 
system of language that could be distinguished from other similar 
units. A lexeme is an abstract unit. It can be occuring in many 
different formsof actual spoken or wrote sentences, and regarded as 
the same lexeme even when inflected. In addition, Samsuri (1978:14) 
states that lexical meaning is the meaning of word itself beyond the 
sentence composition. Based on definition above, lexical meaning is 
the real meaning or dictionary  meaning. 
2. Denotation meaning  
Denotation meaning is the specific, exact and concrete meaning 
of a word. The meaning can be found in a dictionary. According to 
Harimurti (in Pateda 2001:98) denotative meaning is straightly 
designation on something outside the language or that are based on 
certain conventions.  For example, most of people in the world agree 
that coin or printed paper accepted when buying or selling is called by 
money. So, money has only a meaning as something which is used to 
buy and to sell. From those explanations denotation can be defined as 
the meaning of a word which comes from the word itself. 
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Moreover, Yule (1985:92) said that denotative or conceptual 
meaning covers basic, essential component of meaning which are 
conveyed by literal usage of a word. Some basic components of a 
word like needle might includes „thin‟, „sharp‟, „steel‟, and 
„instrument‟. These components would be a part of referential 
meaning of needle. However, there is an association or connotative 
meaning to this word which lead us to think of „painful‟. While, 
Reaske (1986:31) states that denotative has reference only to what is 
conventionally understood by a word. Based on the description above, 
denotative meaning is the real meaning of a word. 
Meanwhile, according to Bathes in Piliang (1999) the denotative 
is signification level which describes the relationship between signifer 
and signified, or between the mark and the reference to the reality, 
which generates explicit meaning, direct meaning, and definite 
meaning. Denotative meaning is also referred to as first order 
signification. Denotative is the most conventional signification level 
in society, namely the elements of sign in whose meaning tend to be 
agreed socially. 
3. Literal meaning 
The traditional view about literal meaning stems from Frege‟s 
(in Gibbs 1984:276) principle of compositionality. He believed that a 
large number of sentences of a natural language can be understood by 
a competent speaker-hearer without knowing who said the sentence, 
where it was said, when or why. In other words, the interpretation of 
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many sentences is independent of knowledge of extralinguistic 
context. Frege‟s position on the semantic of natural language has led 
to a number of assumptions about the nature of literal meaning. This 
traditional view suggests the following. First, all sentences have literal 
meanings that are entirely determined by the meanings of their 
component words (or morpheme) and the syntactical rules according 
to which these elements are combined. Certain sentences may have 
more than one literal meaning, such as ambiguous sentences. 
Moreover, the literal meaning of a sentence may be defective or ill-
specified, such as with nonsense sentences. 
Furthermore, the literal meaning of a sentence should be sharply 
distinguished from what the speaker means by the use of the sentence, 
since the speaker‟s utterance may depart from the literal sentence in a 
variety of ways, as in idioms, indirect speech act, irony, and metaphor 
(Searle, 1979a).  
4. Grammatical meaning 
Grammatical meaning is the meaning of the whole class or a 
subclass. Grammatical also called structural meaning. According to 
Pateda (2001:103) grammatical meaning is the meaning that arises as 
a result of the functioning of words in a sentence. It means that, every 
language has a grammatical system and different languages have 
somewhat different grammatical systems. 
Grammatical meaning is the meaning of the phrase that is 
enclosed. This means the grammatical meaning of each language is 
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limited and could not be changed or replaced in a long time. 
Grammatical meaning of a language could be interpreted. It is fixed in 
accordance with the language user community. 
Meanwhile, according to Lyon (1995:52) a lexeme may have 
different word forms and these word forms  will generally differ in 
meaning: their grammatical meaning, the meaning in terms of 
grammar. For example, the forms of student and students differ in 
respect of their grammatical meaning, in that one is the singular form 
(of a noun of a particular class) and the other is plural form (of a noun 
of particular class); and the difference between singular forms and 
plural forms is semantically relevant, it affects sentence meaning. 
5. Figurative meaning  
Figurative language is a language which uses figures of speech. 
Figurative language is a language which has figurative meaning and 
incorporates the speaker‟s desire to touch the emotions, to cause shock 
and to persuade into action (Peter, 2002:12). According to Abrahams 
(1982:45) figurative language is a deviation from what speaker of 
language apprehend as the ordinary, or standart, significance or 
sequenced of word, in order to achieve some specia meaning of effect. 
Figurative language means a way of saying something other 
than the literal meaning of the words (Huda, 2013:14). Meanwhile, 
Sharndama and Suleiman (2013:166) states that figurative languages 
employed in performing arts are a medium for expressing thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas implicitly rather than explicitly. Figurative languge 
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is used any form of communication, such as daily conversation, article 
in newspaper, advertisment, noevels, poems, and songs. According to 
the definition of figurative language above, the researcher can 
concluded that figurative langauge is not real meaning of a word. 
In addition, figurative language is a kind of stylistics. Figurative 
language is usualy used when someone says or writers something in 
creating a multiple meaning. (Verdonk, 2003:3)  
C. Connotative Meanings 
Connotation is the kind of lexical meaning which is related to the 
certain item it refers to. According to Pateda (2001:112) “connotation is 
the meaning which appears by association of language used by the speaker 
or listener about the language which they speak or read”. In addition, 
Leech (1974: 40-41) says that connotative meaning is the communicative 
value in an expression had by virtue of its purely conceptual content. It 
will be clear if we are talking about the “real word experience”. Someone 
associates with an expression when someone uses and hears it. The fact 
that if we compare connotative meaning with denotative meaning is that 
connotations are relatively unstable; that is they vary considerably we have 
seen, according to the culture, historical period, and the experience of the 
individuals. Although all the speaker of particular language speaks the 
language exactly the same conceptual framework, actually each of them 
has individual perception of words. Connotative meaning is indeterminate 
and open in the same way as our knowledge and belief about the universe 
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are opende ended. Connotations play as major role in the language of 
literature, politics, advertising, and greeting cards. 
Furthermore, Goddard (1998:21) states that connotation is shifting 
an idiosyncratic association, which a word may have for some speakers but 
not other (as opposed to the fixed and generally accepted meaning of a 
word). According to Keraf (in Zulaichah 2008:22) connotation can be 
called emotive meaning or evaluative meaning. Connotative meaning is a 
kind of meaning whose response has emotional values and play an 
important role in language of song. The collection of feeling association, 
which brought together in a word acquired from the setting, is called 
connotation. Connotation meaning is open ended in the same way as our 
knowledge and belief about the universe are open ended, any characteristic 
of the referent, identified, subjectively or may contribute to the connotative 
meaning of the expression which denote it. (Lestari, 2002:10). 
Connotation refers to the personal aspect of meaning, the emotional 
association that the word aroused. Connotation of individuals have 
common experience, some people has a shared word connotations. 
(Kreidler, 1998:45) 
Connotation have the right to live and need to be talked about, 
discussed, and controlled by the user langauge. Hoewever, the used of 
language usage and connotations has limits, which not used in report 
language, the language of scientific papers, magazines, etc, were 
formalized. Connotation is stimulating and evocative senses, feelings, 
attitudes, judgements, and beliefs as well as certain purposes. It can be 
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individually and collectively (Parera, 2004:99). Meanwhile, according to 
Hayes, et al (1977:251) connotation is the suggestive or implied meaning 
of a word. 
In addition, Hook (in Widarso 1989:69) states that besides the 
denotative meaning, a word sometimes has emotional overtunes or we call 
connotative meaning. The other important thing whenever we are talking 
about connotation is that the involvement of affective and emotive 
meaning in our mind. Aside from that, Hook (in Widarso 1989:71) states 
that connotative meaning can be divided into two kinds, namely positive 
connotative (pure word) and negative connotative (snarl word ). Besides 
the positive and negative connotative meaning, there are also neutral forms 
that is  most of them are jargon languages. Several types of connotative 
meaning can influence the way we think about a word, namely Positive, 
Negative, and Neutral connotations. 
 
Table 2.1 :  Connotative Meaning  
No Positive connotation Neutral Negative connotation 
1 Cottage  Shanty/shack 
2 Soiled linen  Dirty Underwear 
3 Sanitary engineer  Dustman/ Garbage man 
4 Lingering illness Carcinoma Cancer 
5 Mercy Killing Euthanasia Legal Murder 
6 Pass away Die Kick the bucket 
7 Mentally unbalanced/ 
Disturbed 
Psychotic Mad/Crazy 
8 Svelte Slim/Slender Skinny 
9  Dry (climate) Arid (climate) 
10 Marketing Selling Peddling 
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Briefly, connotative meaning is not the real meaning of a word. It 
has some hidden meanings, because every people have different 
interpretations to understand the meaning of the word based on its 
association, with the culture, environment, etc. 
There are some examples of connotative meanings, the word bad 
means not good, in other side  means  extreme/very . The connotations of 
the word are radically different. The word snake simply denotes a reptile, 
but it has the connotation of someone who can not be trusted, someone 
who cheats, or someone who will do harm to you if they can. 
Another example in American English, both kid and child  have the 
same denotation, but kid has a much more playful and affectionate 
connotation. 
 
D. Song Lyrics  
Song is one of teaching media that can be used to teach any 
material, it may be used to create a more relaxing in learning foreign 
language. It also can be used to teach vocabulary because in the song of 
lyrics there are several kinds of vocabularies. Then, most people like 
songs. It is believed that songs are like magic. People can cry, laugh, be 
sad or be angry only by listening to it. 
Songs can be performed solo, both (duet), three (trio) or the 
rillicking (choir). Words in the song are usually shaped ryhthmic poetry, 
but there is also religious matter or free prose. Song is a short metrical 
composition intended for singing, esp. One in rhymed stanzas; a lyric; a 
19 
 
ballad. According to Jamalus (1988:5) songs can be said as art work if they 
are sounded (song) with the accompaniment of musical devices. In 
addition, The Encyclopedia of Americana (1998) defines song as a short 
musical work set to a poetic text, with equal importance given to the music 
and to the words. It may be written for one or several voices and is 
generally performed with instrument accompaniment. Meanwhile, 
according to Sharndama & Suleiman (in Akporobaro 2006) songs assume 
a variety of forms, some of the song are rich, imaginative, and are 
elaborated in the play of words, rythm, and melody.  
There is one thing important in a part of song. It is called lyric. 
Lyric can make a song to be beautiful. Lyric is a short poem usually 
divided into stanza or strophes and directly expressing the poet own 
thoughts and sentiments. Since lyrics become the part of a song or poem, it 
can not be denied that lyric can influence the beauty of the song or poem, 
because the beauty of song or poem depends on the beauty of the lyrics. 
Abrams (2002) states that lyric is any fairy short poem, consisting of the 
utterances from a single speaker who expresses a state of mind on a 
process of perception, thought, and feeling. Further, he states that in the 
original Greek, lyric signified a song rendered to the accompaniment of 
lyric. He also adds that in some current ussages, a lyric still retains the 
sense of a poem written to be set to music. For example, the hymn is a 
lyric on a religious subject that is intended to be sung.  
Lyrics give the audiences deep understanding about the message 
contained in the song. In other words, lyrics clarify the message contained 
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in the song. According to Dallin (1994) lyrics are written as a form of 
interaction beetwen the writer and the listeners. Most of the times, they 
carry a message (whatever that might be) with the purpose of motivating 
the listeners, at least, to think about it. Such a purpose and form of 
interaction are embedded in the culture context of these people, according 
to their musical preferences, time, etc. According to Awe (2003:51) song 
lyrics are an expression of someone about something that has been seen, 
heard or experienced. In addition, Hornby (2000:802) states that lyrics is 
expressing a person‟s personal feeling and thoughts. 
 
E. Creed  
Creed is an American rock band formed in 1993 in Tallahassee, 
Florida. This band have five personnels, they are Scott Stapp as vocalist, 
Scott Phillips as drummer, Brian Marshall as bassist, Brian Brasher as 
guitarist, and the last Mark Tremonti also as guitarist. In the end of 1995, 
Brian Brasher left the band. 
All of Creed‟s albums, consist of My Own Prison (1997), Human 
Clay (1999), Weathered (2001), Greatest Hits (2004), With Arms Wide 
Open (2005), Full Circle (2009). The reseacher chooses six songs from 
selected Creed‟s album, namely: Don’t Stop Dancing, One Last Breath¸ 
My Sacrifice, My Own Prison, What This Life For, and Faceless Man 
songs. 
Don’t Stop Dancing is a song from the third album, Weathered 
(2001). This song was released on October 22, 2002. In 2002, this song 
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had four chart performances, such as Brazilian Singles Chart (ABPD) in 
position 8, U.S. Billboard Hot Adult Top 40 Tracks in position 24, 
Australian Aria Singles Chart in position 48. The last is Canadian RPM 
singles Chart in position 12. 
Meanwhile, My Sacifice is a song was released on October 15, 
2001 from the third album, Weathered (2001). The song peaked at number 
4 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart for the week of February 9, 2002 and 
numer one on the Mainstream Rock tracks chart for nine consecutive 
weeks starting on December 2001. My sacrifice was nominated for a 
Grammy Award for Best Rock performance by a duo or group with vocal 
in 2003. 
Then, One Last Breath was released on May 7, 2002 from 
Weathered album. This song reached number 6 on the U.S Billboard Hot 
100 Airplay and Mainstream Rock charts. As well as, number 2 on the 
Billboard Pop songs charts and number 2 also on the Adult op 40 chart. 
Besides, this single also peaked at number 43 in Australia, number 29 in 
New Zealand, number 15 on Canada‟s Muchmusic chart, and number 12 
in Brazil. Then in Europe, this song managed to reach number 89 in 
Germany and in the UK peaked at number 47.  
Next, What This Life For is a song released on June 9, 1998. This is 
the third single and ninth track from My Own Prison album. This song 
reached number 1 on Rock Tracks chart in the U.S. Besides, this song also 
reached number 6 in Canadian RPM Alternative and number 10 in the U.S 
Billboard Hot Modern Rock Tracks. This song is the only song with the 
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lyrics about the difficulties in finding happiness and meaning in the world. 
This song also appeared in the 1998 film Halloween H20: 20 Years Later.  
Lastly, My Own Prison was released on October 15, 1997. It is the 
titular lead single from their album, My own prison (1997). It first 
appeared on the WXSR-FM compilation album Locals Only. This song 
peaked at number 1 on the U.S Active Rock, at number 2 in the U.S 
Billboard Hot Mainstream Rock Tracks, and at number 7 in the U.S 
Billboard Hot Modern Rock Tracks. This song was featured in the 2002 
film Bang Bang You’re Dead. The last song is Faceless man. Faceless man 
song from the second album, Human Clay. (Creed, 2018) 
 
F. Previous Studies 
The researcher will present the previous research on the same field. 
There are four researchers who have investigated about semantic analysis. 
Each of them has a different subject and use different perspective and 
theory in presenting the topic. 
 First, Maulana Rifki (2017) from Muhammadiyah University of 
Surakarta. The title of his study is A Semantic Analysis of Metaphor Found 
in Selected Lyrics of The Script, Katy Perry, and Michael Buble. The 
objectives of this research are to identifying the types of metaphor, 
describing the elements, and explaining the functional meaning of the 
meatphor in selected lyrics of The Script, Katy Perry, and Michael Buble. 
This study uses the theory of metaphor classification by  Crystal, Beckson 
& Ganz (1999) and the theory of tenor and vehicle from Richard and 
23 
 
Leech (1969). Then, the result of this study is that the researcher finds 194 
data of conceptual metaphors, 60 data of mixed metaphors, and 5 data of 
poetic metaphors. 
The second is the research entitle Semantic Analysis on The Lyrics 
of Bon Jovi’s Songs which was conducted by Laily Sarifah (2001). The 
objective of her research is to analyze the kinds of meanings used on the 
lyrics of Bon Jovi‟s songs. The result shows that Bon Jovi‟s songs 
frequently use lexical meanings, sentential meanings, and discourse 
meanings. 
The third is the research An Analysis Of Semantic Roles Of Titles In 
The Jakarta Post conducted by Ayuningtyas, Chandra (2014). She was 
graduated from Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. The objectives of 
this study is to describe the roles as in NP construction and denotative and 
connotative meaning of the titles of the Jakarta Post news. Then, the result 
shows that there are 21 patterns that are classified into three roles in the 
starting sentence. They are agent (88 data/85,45%), theme (4 data/3,88%), 
and experiencer (11 data/10,67%). NPs 1 functioning as agent and 
experiencer when the type of simple declarative sentence is active 
sentence, while declarative sentence is passive sentence. Next, the result of 
data analysis in the case on the denotative and connotative meaning by 
using paraphrasing or reconstruction is that the meaning of the titles in The 
Jakarta Post is more clearly and comprehensive, not only meaning of the 
words but also show the aspect of personal and intercontextuality. 
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Fourth, the research is also about semantic analysis, and the title is 
A Semantic Analysis of Entailment Applied by the Main Character in the 
Movie Life of Pi was conducted by Hilyatus Sa‟adah. He was graduated 
from Yogyakarta State University (2014). The objective of this research is 
to identify the types of entailment and also to describe the orders of 
entailment applied by the main character in Life of Pi. Then, the result of 
this study is that there are four types of entailment occur in the main 
character‟s utterances in the movie Life of Pi. They are one way 
entailment, two way entailment, negative entailment, and methaporical 
entailment. Then, there are two orders of entailment applied by the main 
character in Life of Pi, such as background entailment and foreground 
entailment. 
The similarity of this research to the four previous study is that  the 
researcher also studies about semantic analysis. The differences of this 
research from the previous research are that Maulana Rifki focuses on 
analyzing the types of metaphor in selected lyrics of The Script, Katy 
Perry, and Michael Buble, Laily focuses on analyzed the kinds of meaning 
used on the language of Bon Jovi‟s songs. Meanwhile, Ayuningtyas 
Chandra focuses on analyzing the roles as in NP construction and 
denotative and connotative meaning of the title of the Jakarta Post news. 
The last, Hilyatus Sa‟adah focuses on analyzing the types of entailment 
and the orders of entailment applied by the main character in Life of Pi. In 
contrastively, in this research the researcher analyzes the types of 
connotative meaning, the dominant types of connotative, and the context 
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of situations behind the words with connotative meanings in the song 
lyrics in the selected song lyrics of Creed by using J.N Hook theory. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This chapter presents the research methodology comprising The 
Research Design, The Data and Data Source, Research Instrument, The 
Technique of Collecting Data, The Trustworthiness of The Data, and the last 
The Technique of Analysis Data. 
A. Research Method 
In this research, the researcher used a descriptive qualitative method, 
because the researcher would analysis and interpret the research object of song 
lyrics of Creed. Qualitative method is a research procedure, which produces 
descriptive data in the form of written or oral words from people and their 
behaviors that are observed (Bogdan and Taylor cited in Moleong 2004:4). The 
data  are collected in the form of words or picture rather than numbers. On the 
other hand, Moleong (2001: 2) states that a qualitative research is a research 
which does not included any calculation or numeration because the datum are 
produced in the form of word. It is associated with generating and developing 
an understanding.  
Based on the explanation about the qualitative research above, this 
research of Connotative Meanings in Selected Song Lyrics of Creed conducts 
qualitative method based on the analysis in which researcher tend to use her 
own interpretation, perception and additional theory to analyze the data found 
from the object. The theories in this research are about connotative meanings 
and some additional theories, which are related to the research. In addition, the 
data of this research are in the form of song lyrics. 
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B. Data and Source of the Data 
 Data are considered as the materials which are used in some research from 
which the research object is described. Data themselves may be in the forms of 
discourse, sentence, clauses, phrases, or words which can be obtained from book, 
magazine, newspaper, television, advertisement, movie, song, etc. 
 In relation to the qualitative research, as it is stated in Bryman (cited in 
Muhammad 2013: 31) the qualitative research data are in the form of words or 
pictures, inductive approach in order to establish theory, emphasizes in 
interpretation toward social reality and purpose in comprehending phenomena 
meaning from the participants of the research. While according to Arikunto (2006: 
107) the data may appear in the form of discourses, sentences, clauses, phrases, 
words, or even morphemes. The data of this research are song lyrics which are 
taken from selected albums of Creed. 
 
C. Research Instrument 
Research instrument is a tool  that is used in research to find out the 
problem solving of the research problems. The main instrument of this research is 
the researcher herself. Since it is a descriptive qualitative research. It is based on 
Moleong (2001:121) in qualitative research, a researcher is a planner, data 
collector, analyst, data interpreter, and reporter of the research result.  Although, 
the researcher is the most important aspects in this research, he/she must have the 
preparation before doing it. The preparation includes to the understanding about 
the method that is used, the theories, and knowledge of the study. The supporting 
instruments of this research are books, play script, computer, printer, etc. 
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D. Technique of Collecting Data  
This research uses qualitative approach. There are some kinds of 
techniques of collecting data, such as interview, observation, questionnaire, 
documentation,and test. In this research, the researcher used documentation as 
the methods of collecting data.  
Documentation is one technique to collect data that produce importance 
script related the problem of the research. Documentation use to collect the 
data that already available in the document script. Documentation consists of 
personal note, like diary, letters, and official documentation. Documentation is 
a method to get data from of one, transcript, book, magazine, agenda, etc.  
 Meanwhile, According Moleong (2000: 161) documents are commonly 
used as source data. In many cases documents as data source can be utilized to 
test, interpret and even to predict. Based on explanation above, it can be stated 
that documentation is one of the technique used to obtain the data from the 
document and written materials. In this research, the researcher takes 
documents related to selected song lyrics of Creed. Then, the steps that are 
used to collect the data are as follow:  
1. The researcher seeks selected song lyrics of Creed. The researcher 
seeks the song lyrics from www.azlyrics.com.    
2. The researcher observes the data by reading all of the song lyric texts. 
This purpose of this step is to find out the word indicating the 
connotative meanings. 
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3. The researcher categorizes the song lyrics based on J.N Hook’s 
theories about types of connotative meanings. There are positive 
connotative, negative connotative, and neutral connotative.  
4. The researcher analyzes and interprets the data to answer the problem 
statements. 
5. The researcher draws conclusion from the result of the analysis.  
 This is the example for the table of collecting data and the coding 
of the data: 
No Data Context Explanation 
1 Hello my friend, 
we meet again. 
(01/0:34/PC/MS) 
the context of 
situations 
about 
happiness, 
because we 
can meet God 
again.   
This word friend  
means God. Its about 
Christian’s belief. The 
next lyrics about who 
give perfect love for us, 
its about Christ and the 
sacrifice of God. 
 
Explanation of the Coding Data: 
1. Data Number 
 01 refers to data number 1 
 02 refers to data number 2 
2. Site of The Data 
 0:00 refers to the minutes in the song  
3. Type of Connotative Meanings 
 PC refers to Positive Connotation 
 NEGC refers to Negative Connotation 
 NEUC refers to Neutral Connotation 
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4. The Title of Song 
 DSD refers to don’t stop dancing 
 MOP refers to my own prison 
 WTLF refers to what’s this life for 
 OLB refers to one last breath 
 FM refers to faceless man 
 MS refers to my sacrifice 
 
E. Trustworthiness of Data 
Data validation is the conclusion or the end of finding data of in data 
collection process. Cresweell (2007) said that validity is used to suggest 
determining whether the findings are accurate from the standponit of the 
researcher, the participants,or the readers or an account. Data validation is a 
part of qualitative research. It is aimed to show whether the data of this 
research are valid or not. Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 
(2015:1432) defines validation is based on truth or reason; abble to accept. It 
means that validation of data is the degree of truthworthiness data for the 
research. 
This research uses triangulation strategy to validate the findings. 
Supardi state that triangulation is a process to getting a fix data from the 
various of point of view. In other words, triangulation is the technique used in 
checking the validity of the data through the combination of many different 
tools, perspective and time in qualitative method. To validate the findngs of 
this research, the researcher takes help from one of lectures of the State Isamic 
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Institute of Surakarta (IAIN Surakarta), Mr. Irwan Rohardiyanto, S.S, M.Hum, 
who is the expert in this field. He cheecks the validity by reading the 
information and evidences that have been gotten by the researcher.   
 
F. Technique of Analyzing Data 
The researcher analyzed the object of the strudy through the 
theories of connotative meanings. Data analysis means a process which is 
proposed to find the meaning of the data. Moleong (2001: 248) states that 
data analysis is a process of organizing and classifying the data into a 
pattern, category, and basic unit of analysis in order  to find the theme and 
formulate hypothesis as the data suggest. According to the explanation it is 
known that data analysis is the finding process which is done by the 
researcher. According to the explanation above, the researcher conducts 
some steps, as follow: 
1. Reading the song lyric over and over again in order to fully 
understand the meaning of song lyric and collect the data from the 
song lyric. 
2. Analyzing categories the types of connotative meanings from 
selected song lyric of Creed. 
3. Determining dominant types of connotative meanings from selected 
song lyric of Creed. 
4. Describing the context of situation behind the word connotative 
meanings from selected song lyric of Creed. 
5. Making conclusion from the analysis of the data. 
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CHAPTER IV 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Research Findings 
Research findings contain several results to answer the problem 
statements of this research. The findings of the research have types of 
connotative meanings and the dominant types of connotative meaning that 
occur in selected song‟s lyrics of Creed. From six selected song‟s lyrics, the 
researcher finds many data showing connotative words. The song‟s titles as 
the sources of the data of the research are Don’t Stop Dancing, My Own 
Prison, What This Life For, One Last Breath, Faceless Man, and My 
Sacrifice.  
In this research, the researcher finds 36 data that comprise into 3 types 
of connotative meaning: positive connotation, neutral connotation, and 
negative connotation. The data found by the researcher are 18 data of positive 
connotation, 11 of negative connotation, and 7 data of neutral connotation. 
According to the data found by the resaearcher, positive connotation seems to 
have the largest number of connotative meaning from the lyrics. 
1. Type of Connotative Meanings 
In this research, the researcher finds three types of 
connotative meanings in six selected song lyrics of Creed. The 
researcher analyzes all of the data. The description can be seen 
below: 
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a. Positive connotation 
 In this research, the researcher takes all of the data of 
positive connotation representing the type that occur in selected 
song‟s lyrics of Creed. The positive connotation occuring selected 
song lyrics of Creed are described as follow:  
 
1) 01/PC/DSD/Light 
 The first data appears in the song with the title Don’t 
Stop Dancing from Weathered album. The data is I just can’t 
see the light. From the previous part of the lyric, at times life 
is wicked, it explains that life sometimes can be so unfair or 
cruel ,then it is connected to the next part of the lyric I just 
can’t see the light. Inspite of cruelness appeared in the 
previous part, the word light represents a hope that everyone 
could have it. 
The word light has six related meanings; 1) the 
natural force that makes things visible, an amount or quality 
of this; 2) a source of light, especially an electric lamp; 3) a 
device used to produce a flame or spark; 4) understanding; 5) 
a window or opening to let light in; 6) a part of a picture that 
is brighter than the areas around it (Oxford Learner’s Pocket 
Dictionary 4th edition, 1989:255).  
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
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cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber. Meanwhile, the theme of 
the song is about the spirit. 
The word light has a connotative meaning. It means 
happiness (something shinning). This lyrics tell about that 
someone who is sad, his life is empty, gloomy. If someone 
feels happy, so he also can make other people happy becuase 
the light (happiness) that he has can affect the people around 
him. The researcher determines this the word light includes 
positive connotation, because that word makes people feel 
good.  The positive connotation of light can also be seen on 
the A light to free me from my burden. 
2) 02/PC/DSD/silver lining 
The second data is the lyric A silver lining sometimes 
isn’t enough. The lyric also appears in the song‟s title Don’t 
Stop Dancing song from Weathered album. The word silver 
means; 1) a chemical element. Used for making coins, 
jewellery, decorative objects, etc; 2) coins that are made of 
solid silver; 3) dishes, decorative objects, etc; 4) a shiny 
greyish; white colour see also silver, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1421). 
The word lining means; 1) a layer of material used to 
cover the inside surface of something; 2) the covering of the 
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inner surface of a part of the body, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:896).   
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are confident, angst ridden, earnest, 
gloomy, searching, cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, 
brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, somber. 
Meanwhile, the theme of song is about the spirit. 
Silver lining has a connotative meaning that refers to 
the good or pleasant side effects of an unpleasant situation. 
This meaning is related to song theme of this song. Silver 
lining explains about good situation, so the researcher 
determines that the word silver lining includes positive 
connotation. 
3) 03/PC/DSD/on my knees  
The third data, And now I’m on my knees again,  is 
also the part of Don’t Stop Dancing song from Weathered 
album. It can be described that the meaning of knee is; 1) the 
joint between the top and bottom parts of the leg where it 
bends in the middle; 2) the part of a pieces of clothing that 
covers the knee; 3) the top surface of the upper part of the 
legs when you are sitting down, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:850). 
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. This 
song has some album‟s tone which reflect confident, angst 
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ridden, earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, self conscious, 
tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, 
somber. Meanwhile, the theme of song is about the spirit. 
 The word on my knees embraces positive 
connotation, because it has a clear understanding of the 
meaning or that word can makes people feel good. From the 
lyrics, the word on my knees has connotative meaning. It 
connotes a pray or hope. On my knees explains that someone 
regrets about something in his past, but he has spirit to be 
better in his future. So, the researcher determines that on my 
kness is a pray or hope. It is related to the album‟s and the 
song‟s theme. The data comes from the part of the lyric 
below:  
I’ve been through everything 
And now I’m on my knees again 
But I know I must go on 
The lyric represents that a person has experinced 
sorrow and happiness but it is enough for him/her. However, 
the person is able to gain his/her spirit to continue living in 
this cruel world. 
4) 04/PC/DSD/dancing 
 The fourth data is Children don’t stop dancing 
appearing in Don’t Stop Dancing song from Weathered 
album. The word dance means; 1) a series of movements and 
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steps that are usually performed to music; 2) the art of 
dancing, especially for entertainment, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:384). 
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are confident, angst ridden, earnest, 
gloomy, searching, cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, 
brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, somber. 
Meanwhile, the theme of song is about the spirit. The data 
comes from the part of the lyric below: 
Although I hurt I must be strong 
Because inside I know many feel this way 
Children don’t stop dancing 
The lyric represents that when someone has had 
trouble in his/her life, even in sorrow, he or she needs to stay 
strong and to be able to find happines upon the sorrow. So, 
dancing means happines. Then, the researcher also 
determines that the word dancing has a positive connotation, 
because dancing is a good thing and it makes people feel 
happy. 
5) 05/PC/DSD/fly 
The next data is Believe you can fly. This lyric also 
from Don’t Stop Dancing song from Weathered album. Fly 
means; 1) to move through the air, using wings; 2) to move 
through air or space; 3) to travel in an aircraft or a spacecraft; 
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4) to control an aircraft, etc; 5) to transport goods or 
passengers in a plane; 6) over an ocean or area of land in an 
aircraft; 7) to go or move quickly; 8) to move suddenly and 
with force; 9) to seem to pass quickly; 10) if a flag flies, or if 
you fly it, it is displayed; 11) to move around freely, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:597). The 
positive connotation of fly can also be seen on the Above all 
the others we’ll fly. 
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber. Meanwhile, the theme of 
this song is about the spirit. 
From the data, it explains that „children don’t stop 
dancing have a message about to keep looking for happines, 
then believe you can fly you need to believe that you can do 
anything. The word fly has a meaning of flexibility. . It 
includes positive connotation type.  
6) 06/PC/MOP/steel  
 The cage made of steel is one of My Own Prison 
song‟s lyric from the album with the same name. The 
dictionary meanings of steel denotes; 1) a strong hard metal 
that is made of a mixture of iron and carbon; 2) the industry 
that produces steel; 3) weapons that are used for fighting, 
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(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:1502). 
 Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album, such as earnest, gloomy, searching, 
cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, broodng, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, and somber.  
The word steel is included in positive connotation, because it 
has positive sense.  
The walls are cold and pale 
The cage made of steelI 
It explains that someone feels so lonely. But the 
loneliness itself has limit. The limit is represented from the 
word steel. 
 
7) 07/PC/MOP/out from the sun  
The next data is out from the sun. The lyric comes 
from My Own Prison‟s song. The denotative meanings of sun 
are; 1) the star that shines in the sky during the day and gives 
the earth heat and light; 2) the light and heat from the sun; 3) 
any star around which planets move under the sun used to 
emphasize that you are talking about a very large number of 
things, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:1537). 
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, 
self conscious, tense/anxious, broodng, bleak, ominous, 
weary, reflective, and somber. Then, the word out from the 
sun embraces positive connotation, because it is clear and has 
a positive sense. 
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We’re all held captive 
Out from the sun 
It explains about a terrible condition that is far from 
happiness.  Out from the sun means far from happines. 
8) 08/PC/MOP/a lion roars in the darkness 
The researcher finds the next data in My Own Prison 
song‟s lyric. It is A lion roars in the darkness. A lion means 
a large powerful animal of the cat family, that hunts in groups 
and lives in parts of Africa and southern Asia, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:896). 
The themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, 
self conscious, tense/anxious, broodng, bleak, ominous, 
weary, reflective, and somber. 
In this lyric, the word A lion roars in the darkness 
connotes Jesus Christ for his brave and sacrifice, because He 
was struggling for his Christendom. It softens the Christ to be 
expected hero. Then, the word lion includes positive 
connotation because it reflects a good sensation. 
9) 10/PC/MOP/cry out 
The last data from My Own Prison song lyrics which 
represents positive connotation is “I cry out to God”. The 
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word cry means; 1) to produce tears from your eyes because 
you are unhappy or hurt; 2) to shout loudly; 3) to make a loud 
unpleasant noise, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 
7th Edition, 2005:371). Meanwhile, the word out means; 1) 
away from the inside of a place or thing; 2) away from or not 
at home or their place of work; 3) away from the edge of a 
place; 4) a long or particular distance away from a place or 
from land; 5) used to show that something or somebody is 
removed from a place, job, etc, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1074). Whereas, cry out is to 
make a loud sound without words because you are hurt, 
afraid, surprise, etc, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 
7th Edition, 2005:371). 
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, 
self conscious, tense/anxious, broodng, bleak, ominous, 
weary, reflective, and somber.  
I cry out to God 
Seeking only his decision 
Gabriel stands and confirms  
I’ve created my own prison 
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The lyric describes that everyones has his/her on 
mistake and regrets about the mistake he/she had done. Then, 
he/she has to pray to the Divine in looking for redemption. It 
represents in the cry out.  
10) 11/PC/WTLF/rest  
The eleventh data is They’re laid to rest. This lyric is 
a part of What This Life For song from My Own Prison 
album. The word rest means; 1) the remaining part of 
something; 2) the remaining people or things, the others; 3) a 
period of relaxing, sleeping or doing nothing after a period of 
activity; 4) an object that a used to support of hold 
something; 5) a period of silence between notes, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1294). 
The word rest includes positive connotation because it 
makes the sense become soft. Themes of this album are 
jealous and regret. The tones of the album, such as earnest, 
gloomy, searching, cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, 
broodng, bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, and somber.  
They’re laid to rest 
Before they know just what to do 
Their souls are lost 
Because they could never find 
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What this life for 
The word rest means someone has already dead. The 
next part of the lyric represents that the soul has already 
gone. 
11) 12/PC/WTLF/wrist     
You see my wrist, I know your pain is a part of What 
This Life For song lyrics and also from My Own Prison 
album. The word wrist denotes the joint between the hand 
and the arm (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th 
Edition, 2005:1768). 
The word wrist includes positive connotation, because 
it brings the positive sense of a help. The tones of the album, 
such as earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, self conscious, 
tense/anxious, broodng, bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, 
and somber. While, the theme of the album are jealous and 
regret. 
Furthermore, the connotative meaning of wrist is 
helpfulness, because the word wrist has the same meaning as 
the sentence Give me your hand. In this sentence, the 
meaning between wrist and hand is the same, helpfulness.  
12) 13/PC/WTLF/one king 
The next data is the lyric of What This Life For song, 
Cause we all live, Under the reign of one king. King is an 
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important person of the state and the meaning of king in 
dictionary is; 1) the male ruler of an independent state that 
has a royal family; 2) a person, an animal or a thing that is 
thought to be the best or most important of a particular type; 
3) used in compounds with the names of animals or plants to 
describe a very large type of the thing mentioned; 4) the most 
important piece used in the game of chess, that can move one 
square in any direction; 5) a playing card with the picture y 
direction. 5) a playing card with the picture of a king on it, 
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:848). 
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tonesof this album are earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, 
self conscious, tense/anxious, broodng, bleak, ominous, 
weary, reflective, and somber.  
Cause we all live 
Under the reign  of one king 
From the lyric above, it represents that the life of 
someone depends on something or someone more fowerful 
like king. It the word king also represents something divine 
like a god. Then, the word one king includes positive 
connotation. 
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13) 14/PC/OLB/sad eyes  
Furthermore, the data is Sad eyes follow me. Sad eyes 
includes positive connotation because the connotative 
meaning of sad eyes is condolence or sympathy. This 
condition happens when there is someone who has died and 
the visitors feel sad. It is related to the album‟s tone, namely 
gloomy. The word sad means; 1) unhappy or showing 
unhappiness; 2) that makes you feel unhappy, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1338). 
Meanwhile, the meanings of eye are; 1) either of the 
two organs on the face that you see with; 2) having the type 
or number of eyes mentioned, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:542). This lyric is the part of 
the song titled One Last Breath from Weathered album.The 
album‟s themes are jealous and regret. Then, there are some 
album‟s tone, such as earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, 
self conscious, tense/anxious, broodng, bleak, ominous, 
weary, reflective, and somber.   
Hold me now 
I’m six feet from the edge and I’m thinking 
May be six feet 
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Ain’t so far down, I’m so far down  
Sad eyes follow me 
Sad eyes means condolenc. The next part, I’m six feet 
from the edge, represents that someone has been buried or 
already been laid on a grave.  
14) 15/PC/FM/faceless man  
Against I stand, Lord I stand, against the faceless 
man is one of part Faceless Man song‟s lyric. The word 
faceless denotes having no noticeable characteristics or 
identity, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:545). 
Furthermore, the word man denotes ; 1) an adult male 
human; 2) humans as a group or from a particular period of 
history; 3) a person, either male or female, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:932). 
The word faceless man includes positive connotation. 
It brings the soft sense of the rowdy man into faceless man. 
Faceless Man song is from Human Clay album. that has song 
tone, such as spiritual and yearning thus the connotative 
meaning of faceless man is rowdiness. This lyric explains 
that someone always does bad things in the past, but now he 
becomes to be better (repent).  
15) 16/PC/FM/make it home 
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Another data comes from the song with the title 
Faceless Man also representing positive connotation, is I 
know I might not make it home. The word home means; 1) 
the house or flat/apartment that you live in, especially with 
your family; 2) the house or flat/apartment, etc, when you 
think of it as property that can be bought and sold, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:744). 
Faceless man song is from Human Clay album. The 
tones of the album are spiritual and yearning. The 
connotative meaning of make it home is pleasure. It includes 
positive connotation because home is about of warmth, 
comfort, and affection. It appreciates the words to become 
soft in nuance. 
16) 17/PC/MS/friend 
The datum of My Sacrifice song lyrics is Hello my 
friend, we meet again. The dictionary meanings of friend are; 
1) a person you know well and like, and who is not usually a 
member of your family; 2) a person who supports an 
organization, a charity, etc, especially by giving or raising 
money; 3) a person who has the same interest and opinions as 
yourself, and will help and support you; 4) used to talk about 
somebody you do not know who has done something silly or 
annoying; 5) used by a member of parliament to refer to 
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another member of parliament or by a lawyer to refer to 
another lawyer in a court of law; 6) a member of society of 
friends, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:622). 
My sacrifice song is one part of Weathered album. 
The themes of this album are jealous and regret. This song 
has some album‟s tone, they are confident, earnest, gloomy, 
searching, cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, 
bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, somber. 
The word friend includes positive connotation. It 
brings the good sense and positive nuance. Then, the 
connotative meaning of friend is God. It is about Christian‟s 
belief and the next lyric is about who gives the perfect love to 
us and sacrifices for God.  
 
b. Negative Connotation 
In this research, the researcher is able to find eleven data 
that represent negative connotation occuring in six selected songs‟ 
lyrics of Creed. Negative Connotation in 6 selected song lyrics of 
Creed are described as follow: 
 
1) 19/NEGC/DSD/wicked 
The first data is from the song‟s lyric with the title 
Don’t stop dancing. The data, quoted from the lyric, is At 
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times life is wicked. From the word wicked, the researcher is 
able to find several meaning from the word, they are; 1) 
morally bad; 2) slightly bad but in a way that is amusing 
and/or attractive; 3) dangerous, harmful or powerful, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1744). 
This song is from Weathered album, and this album 
has 2 themes, namely jealous and regret. The song has some 
album‟s tone, they are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber. Meanwhile, the theme of 
song is about the spirit. 
The word wicked represents negative connotation 
because it influences the sense of attitude, mostly bad or evil. 
In the other hand, it explains that someone who always think 
that all of things are bad and he cannot realize goodness. He 
always has negative thinking about everything.    
2) 20/NEGC/DSD/a dot in this world 
The second data representing negative connotation is 
“Hey God, I know I’m just a dot in this world”. This lyric is 
one of Don’t Stop Dancing song lyrics. The meanings of dot  
are; 1) a small round mark, especially one that is printed; 2) a 
symbol like a full stop/period used to separate parts of a 
domain name, a URL or an name address, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:456). 
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Themes of the album are jealous and regret. The tones 
of the album like: confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber.  
At times life’s unfair and you know it’s plain to see 
Hey God I know I’m just a dot in this world 
The lyric explains about the value of human before 
the God. It explains that humans are less valueable than the 
God. So, the meaning of a dot in this world is the value of 
human.  
3) 21/ NEGC/DSD/hiding in the shadows 
The third lyric is “Am I hiding in the shadows”. The 
lyric also comes from Don’t stop dancing song. The 
researcher notes the word shadow which has meanings; 1) 
dark shape that somebody or something‟s form makes on a 
surface when they are between the light and the surface; 2) 
darkness in a place or on something;3) a very small amount 
of something; 4) strong usually bad influence of somebody or 
something; 5) dark areas under somebody‟s eyes, because 
they are tired, etc, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 
7th Edition, 2005:1393). 
Themes of this album are jealousy and regret. The 
tones of the album are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
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ominous, weary, reflective, somber. Meanwhile, the theme of 
song is about the spirit. 
Although I hurt I must be strong 
Because inside I know that many feel this way 
Am I hiding in the shadows? 
Forget the pain and forget the sorrows 
The lyrics explains that someone has experienced 
sadness but he or she needs to stand still. From this, the 
researcher is able to find that hiding in the shadow means 
hiding from the truth. Whereas, hiding in the shadow 
inlcudes negative connotation because it considers the 
unexpected sense of the words. 
4) 22/ NEGC/MOP/the walls cold and pale 
The next data is The walls are cold and pale from the 
lyrics of My Own Prison song. The word wall means; 1) a 
long vertical solid structure, made of stone, brick or concrete, 
that surrounds, divides or protects and area of land; 2) any of 
the vertical sides of a building or room; 3) something that 
forms a barrier or stops you from making progress; 4) the 
outer layer of something hollow such as an organ of the body 
or a cell of an animal or a plant, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1714). 
Themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
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cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber. From the word wall, it 
connotates something related to to graves which are quiet, 
dark, and suffer. Walls describes a gloomy condition. It is 
related to album‟s theme. Then, the word walls tends to be a 
negative connotation.  
A court is in session, a verdict is in 
No appeal on the docket today 
Just my own sin 
The walls are cold and pale 
The lyric explains about someone facing judgment. In 
the next part of the lyric, the person who faces the judgment 
cannot intrigue the judgment. The judgment is represented by 
the walls are pale and cold. 
5) 23/NEGC/MOP/thunder 
The fifth lyric is I heard a thunder in the distance. 
The word thunder denotes; 1) the loud noise that you hear 
after a flash of lightning, during a storm; 2) a loud noise like 
thunder, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:1603). 
This lyric is from the song with the title My Own 
Prison which is from the album with the same name. The 
album has two themes, there are jealous and regret. The tones 
of the album like: confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
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cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber. The word thunder 
includes negative connotation because it reflects the bad 
sensation.  
A sun that shines on only some 
We the meek are all in one 
I hear a thunder in the distance 
See a vision of a cross 
The meaning of thunder from the lyric is the God‟s 
voices. It relates to the next part of the lyric See a vision of a 
croos. 
6) 24/NEGC/MOP/prison 
The next data is I’ve created my own prison from My 
Own Prison. The word prison denotes a building where 
people are kept as a punishment for a crime they have 
committed, or while they are waiting for trial, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1199). 
The song has some album‟s tones indicating 
negativity, they are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber. Meanwhile, the themes 
of the album are jealous and regret.  
Gabriel stands and confirms 
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I’ve created my own prison 
So I held my head up high 
Hiding hate that burns inside 
Which only fuels their selfish pride 
We’re all held captive 
The lyric above explains about the judgment day. 
Gabriel has decided the punishment for his prisoner and the 
sinner. But, they are not able to do anything. So, the meaning 
of prison is fault. This word includes negative connotation. 
Despite it is clear, it has a bad stereotype connotation. 
7) 25/NEGC/WTLF/grey  
The next data is I see your soul, it’s kind of grey. This 
lyric is one of the lyrics of What This Life For song and the 
song is from My Own Prison album. Themes of this album 
are jealous and regret. This song has some album‟s tone, they 
are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, self 
conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, 
reflective, somber. 
 The researcher focuses on the word grey that 
indicates negative connotation, the word grey means; 1) 
having the colour of smoke or ashes; 2) having grey hair; 3) 
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of a person‟s skin colour, pale and dull because they are 
ill/sick, tired or sad; 4) of the sky or weather, dull; full of 
cloud; 5) without interest or variety; 6) not interesting or 
attractive; 7) connected with old people, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:681). 
I see your soul, it’s kind of gray 
I see your heart, you look away 
You see my wrist, i know your pain 
The brief meaning of the lyric above is pain and 
sadness. From this, the researcher is able to find the 
connection between the data and the negative connotation.  
8) 26/NEGC/OLB/road to nowhere   
The next datum is from One Last Breath song lyrics. 
The lyric is It seems I found the road to nowhere. The themes 
of this album are jealous and regret. This song has some 
album‟s tone, they are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber. 
The word road means; 1) a hard surface built for 
vehicles to travel on; 2) used in name of roads, especially in 
towns; 3) the way to achieving something, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1314). 
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Meanwhile, the word to means; 1) in the direction of 
something; 2) located in the direction mentioned from 
something; 3) as far as something; 4) reaching a particular 
state; 5) used to show the end or limit of a range or period of 
time; 6) before the start of something; 7) used to show the 
person or thing that receives something; 8) used to show the 
person or thing that is affected by an action; 9) used to show 
that things are attached or connected; 10) used to show a 
relationship between one person or thing and another, 
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:1612). Then, the meaning of nowhere is not in or to any 
place, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:1040). 
The word road to nowhere includes negative 
connotation, because It has a negative sense.  
Please come now I think I’m falling 
I’m holding on to all I think is safe 
It seems I found the road to nowhere 
And I’m trying to escape 
The lyric describes about afterlife. It represents from 
the word road to nowhere¸ means after death, there is no way 
to come back. 
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9) 28/NEGC/OLB/one last breath 
The next datum is But I’m down to one last breath. 
This is the lyrics of One Last Breath song. The word one 
denotes; 1) the number; 2) used in formal language or for 
emphasis before hundred, thousand, etc; 3) used for emphasis 
to mean „a single‟ or „just one‟; 4) a person or thing, 
especially when they are part of a group; 5) used for 
emphasis to mean „the only one‟ or „the most important one‟; 
6) used when you are talking about a time in the past or the 
future, without actually saying which one; 7) used for 
emphasis instead of a or an; 8) used with a person‟s name to 
show that the speaker does not know the person, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1059).   
The word last denotes; 1)  happening or coming after 
all other similar things or people; 2) used to emphasize that 
somebody or something is the last likely or suitable, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:865).   
The last, the word breath denotes; 1) the air that you 
take into your lungs and send out again; 2) an amount of air 
that enters the lungsat one time; 3) a small amount of 
something; 4) a slight movement of air, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:181).   
The themes of this album are jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
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cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber.  
 I yelled back when I hear thunder 
But I’m down to one last breath 
And with it let me say 
Let me say 
Hold me now 
The lyric above describes about hopeless. It has 
connotative meaning that someone has already past away but 
still looking for a to live. Then, the reserarcher has found the 
connection between the word one last breath and the death. 
Then, One last breath includes negative connotation. 
10) 29/NEGC/MS/tears 
This brings tears to my eyes is the last datum of 
negative connotation. The lyric is from My Sacrifice song. 
This song has some album‟s tone, they are confident, earnest, 
gloomy, searching, cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, 
brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, somber. 
Whereas, the song is one of part weathered album. This 
album has two themes, namely jealousy and regret.     
The dictionary meanings of tear are; 1) damage 
something by pulling it apart or into pieces or by cutting it on 
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something sharp; 2) remove something from something else 
by pulling it forcefully; 3) move somewhere very quickly; 4) 
badly affect or damage something, (Oxford Learner’s Pocket 
Dictionary, 1989:.455).  
I careless, I believe 
Above all the others we’ll fly 
This brings tears to my eyes 
The meaning of the lyric above is sorrow. So the 
researcher is able to find the connection between the lyric and 
the problem statement that represents negative connotation. 
 
c. Neutral connotation 
In this research, the researcher is able to find seven data that 
represent neutral connotation occuring in six selected songs‟ 
lyrics of Creed. Neutral  connotation in 6 selected song lyrics of 
Creed are described as follow. 
 
1) 30/NEUC/MOP/court 
The first data of neutral connotation is A court is in 
session, a verdict is in. This lyric is from My Own Prison 
song and it is part of My Own Prison album. The album has 
two themes, namely jealous and regret. The tones of the 
album are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, 
60 
 
self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, ominous, 
weary, reflective, somber. 
The word court means; 1) the place where legal trails 
take place and where crimes, etc; 2) the people in a court, 
especially those who make the decisions, such as the judge 
and jury; 3) the official place where kings and queens live; 4) 
the ing or queen, their family and the people who work for 
them and/or give advice to them; 5) used in the names of 
blocks of flats or apartment buildings, or of some short 
streets, in Britain used in the name of some large houses; 6) a 
large open section of a building, often with a glass roof, 
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:352).   
 The word court is categorized into neutral 
connotation, because it does not give some stimulant to the 
human sense. Then, the connotative meaning of court is the 
place for someone who was dead. It is not about a place 
which is used to trial a law cases in the world. 
2) 31/NEUC/MOP/verdict 
A court is in session, a verdict is in. This lyric is one 
of part My Own Prison song and it is part of My Own Prison 
album. The album has two themes, jealous and regret. The 
tones of the album are confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, 
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cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, 
ominous, weary, reflective, somber. 
The word verdict denotes; 1) a decision that is made 
by a jury in court, starting if somebody is considered guilty of 
a crime or not; 2) a decision that you make or an opinion that 
you give about something, after you have tested it or 
considered it carefully, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1698).   
 The word verdict connotates „punishment‟. The lyric 
tells about the situation that if someone does a mistake, he 
will get a punishment. Then, the word verdict includes 
neutral connotation, because it is present something that is 
not good or bad. 
3) 32/NEUC/MOP/meek 
The third data is We the meek are all in one. The 
meanings of meek  are; 1) quiet, gentle, and always ready to 
do what others people want without expressing your own 
opinion; 2) people who are meek, (Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:954).   
This lyric is one of part My Own Prison song and it is 
part of My Own Prison album. The album has two themes, 
namely jealousy and regret. The tones of the album are 
confiden, earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, self 
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conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, 
reflective, somber. 
The word meek includes neutral connotation. This 
word cannot be categorized as positive or negative 
connotation. while, the connotative meaning of meek is 
heaven (paradise).  
4) 33/NEUC/MOP/sad day 
The next lyric is also from My Own Prison song. It is 
on that sad day of loss. The word sad means; 1) unhappy or 
showing unhappiness; 2) that makes you feel unhappy, 
(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 
2005:1338). Meanwhile, the meanings of day are; 1) a period 
of 24 hours; 2) the time between when it becomes light in the 
morning and when it becomes dark in the evening; 3) th 
hours of the day when you are awake, working, etc; 4) a 
particular period of computers, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:388). 
My Own Prison album has two themes, jealous and 
regret. The tones of the album are confident, earnest, gloomy, 
searching, cathartic, self conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, 
bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, somber. The connotative 
meaning of sad day is the day when Jesus Christ sacrifices 
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himself. The word sad day includes neutral connotation. It 
has no negative or positive effect.  
5) 34/NEUC/MOP/Sunday morning 
The fifth, lyric is on a Sunday morning. The word 
Sunday means; 1) the day of the week after Saturday and 
before Monday, thought of as either the frost or the last day 
of the week, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th 
Edition, 2005:1538). 
Then, the word morning means; 1) the early part of 
the day from the time when people wake up until midday or 
before lunch; 2) the part of the day from midnight to midday; 
3) in the morning of each day, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:993). 
This lyric is also one of part My Own Prison song and 
My Own Prison album. The album has two themes, there are 
jealous and regret. The tones of the album are confident, 
earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, self conscious, 
tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, 
somber. 
Furthermore, the words Sunday morning has 
connotative meaning. It means a church. It tells about the best 
time for praying by Christians. Sunday morning embraces 
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neutral connotation, because it does not affect negatively or 
positively. 
6) 35/NEUC/OLB/six feet from the edge 
The sixth data is I’m  six feet from the edge and I’m 
thinking. The lyric is from One Last Breath song. This song 
is from Weathered album. The themes of this album are 
jealous and regret. The tones of the album are confident, 
earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, self conscious, 
tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, reflective, 
somber. 
The word edge means; 1) the outside limit of an 
object, a surface or an area; 2) the sharp part of a blade, knife 
or sword that is used for cutting; 3) the point at which 
something, especially something bad, may begin to happen; 
4) a slight advantage over somebody or something; 5) a 
strong, often exciting, quality; 6) a sharp tone of voice, often 
showing anger; 7) having the type of edge or edges 
mentioned, (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th 
Edition, 2005:487).  
The word of I’m six feet from the edge connotates a 
grave because the depth of grave is six feet under the ground. 
It explains when someone has died. Six feet under is someone 
who was died/ buried six feet underground; not alive; dead, 
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(All English Idioms & Phrases & Proverbs). I’m six feet from 
the edge includes neutral connotation. 
7) 36/NEUC/MS/ups and downs 
The last data of neutral connotation is We’ve seen our 
share of ups and downs. This lyric is one of part My 
Sacrifice song lyrics and Weathered album. The theme of this 
album are jealous and regret. The tones of the album are 
confident, earnest, gloomy, searching, cathartic, self 
conscious, tense/anxious, brooding, bleak, ominous, weary, 
reflective, somber. 
The word up and down denotes; 1) moving upwards 
and downwards; 2) in one direction and then in the opposite 
direction; 3) sometimes good and sometimes bad, (Oxford 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 7th Edition, 2005:1684). 
The words ups and downs connotates the wheel of 
life. In this life, sometimes we feel happy, then suddenly we 
feel sad about something. Ups and downs belong to neutral 
connotation because it is a common sense. 
 
2. The Dominant Types of Connotative Meanings  
From the data above, the researcher concludes that there are 
three types of connotative meanings in the six song lyrics. The 
researcher has analyzed all of the data.  
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The first type is Positive Connotations. It is also called 
favorable connotation. In this type, the words are giving the positive 
impact to a person. The researcher found 18 data of Positive 
Connotation. The researcher finds from five song, they are Don’t 
Stop Dancing with 5 data, My Own Prison with 5 data, What This 
Life For with 3 data,  One Last Breath with 1 data, Faceless Man 2 
data, and My Sacrifice also with 2 data. 
The second type is Negative Connotations. The Negative 
connotation is when the word describe negative qualities or 
disabilities of a person. The researcher found it in 5 song lyrics. 
There are 3 data in Don’t Stop Dancing, 3 data in My Own Prison, 1 
datum in What This Life For, 3 data of One Last Breath, and 1 datum 
of My Sacrifice. The total number of Negative Connotation is 11 
data. 
The last type is Neutral Connotations. In this type, it means a 
person developes neither positive nor negative connotation. The 
researcher only found 7 data of Neutral Connotation. It is found in 
the song lyrics of My Own Prison 5 data, One Last Breath only 1 
datum, and the last My Sacrifice also 1 datum. 
The researcher concludes that the dominant type of 
connotative meanings in 6 selected song lyrics of Creed is Positive 
Connotations. Positive connotation is a positive or good association 
that connects to a specific word. It makes the word seem pleasant or 
affirmative. 
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B. Discussions 
 In this part, the researcher explains the data analysis that has been 
done in selected song lyrics of Creed. The researcher has found three types 
of connotative meanings. They are positive connotation, negative 
connotation, and neutral connotation. 
 The researcher has found 18 data of positive connotations. First, 
light, silver lining, on my knees, and fly come from the song entitle Don’t 
Stop Dancing. Secondly, steel, out from the sun, a lion roars in the 
darkness, light, and cry out are positive connotations from My Own Prison 
lyrics. Thirdly, rest, wrist, and one king come from the lyric Creed‟s song 
entitle What This Life For. Fourth, faceless man and make it home are 
lyrics from Faceless Man song. Fifth, friend and fly come from My 
Sacrifice lyrics. The last is sad eyes lyric from One Last Breath song. 
 Furthermore, the researcher has found 11 data of negative 
connotations. First, wicked, a dot in this world, and hiding in the shadows 
are from the song with title Don’t Stop Dancing. The second, walls, 
thunder, and prison are from My Own Prison. The third is road to 
nowhere, thunder, and one last breath from One Last Breath song. The 
fourth, the word gray comes from What This Life For song. The last is 
tears in the song entitle My Sacrifie. 
 The researcher has found 7 data of neutral connotations. First, 
court, verdict, meek, sad day and sunday morning come from My Own 
Prison song. Secondly, six feet from the edge is neutral connotations from 
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One Last Breath lyric. The last is ups and downs is from the song entitle 
My Sacrifice. 
 The researcher determines that the most dominant types of 
connotative meanings in selected song lyrics of Creed is positive 
connotation. The reason of this statement is from 36 data found by the 
researcher, most of them represent positive connotation 
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CHAPTER  V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 This chapter consists of two section namely conclusions and 
suggestions. The conclusion is obtained based on the analysis of the 
research questions that are stated in chapter one. Then, the researcher gives 
suggestions for academic readers especially the next researchers, who 
wants to conduct the similar study or to continue this study. 
A. Conclusion 
Based on the research, the researcher has answered the research 
questions concerning the writer’s research problem about types of 
connotative meanings and the dominant types of connotative meanings in 
selected song lyrics of Creed.  
 Connotative meaning is a kind of meaning whose response has 
emotional values and play an important role in the language of song. The 
collection of feeling association, which is brought together in a word 
acquired from the setting, is called connotation. Connotation meaning is 
open ended in the same way as our knowledge and belief about the 
universe are open ended. 
Based on the analysis and discussion of selected song lyrics of 
Creed, the researcher found some types of connotative meanings, they are 
poitive connotations, negative connotations, and neutral connotations. 
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Then, the dominant types of connotative meanings is positive 
connotations. 
B. Suggestion 
 The research conducted analyses of connotative meanings in 
selected song lyrics of Creed using semantic approach. Based  on the 
conclusions of the research, the research proposes the following 
suggestions: 
1. To lecturers 
The result of this research can be used as a reference in teaching 
semantics, especially about connotative meanings. 
2. To students  
The result of this research can be used as a reference for studying 
connotative meaning including the types of connotative meanings. 
3. To the next researcher 
This research can be used as a the basis for further research, 
particularly, which is concerned with semantics. The result of this 
research, however, is still to simple. Other researchers can conduct 
research of similar topic viewed from other points of view to get more 
accurate analyses. 
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Don't Stop Dancing 
 
At times life is wicked and I just can't see the light 
A silver lining sometimes isn't enough 
To make some wrongs seem right 
Whatever life brings 
I've been through everything 
And now I'm on my knees again 
But I know I must go on 
Although I hurt I must be strong 
Because inside I know that many feel this way 
Children don't stop dancing 
Believe you can fly 
Away...away 
At times life's unfair and you know it's plain to see 
Hey God I know I'm just a dot in this world 
Have you forgot about me? 
Whatever life brings 
I've been through everything 
And now I'm on my knees again 
But I know I must go on 
Although I hurt I must be strong 
Because inside I know that many feel this way 
Am I hiding in the shadows? 
Forget the pain and forget the sorrows 
Am I hiding in the shadows? 
Forget the pain and forget the sorrows 
But I know I must go on 
Although I hurt I must be strong 
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Because inside I know that many feel this way 
Am I hiding in the shadows? 
Are we hiding in the shadows? 
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My Own Prison 
 
A court is in session, a verdict is in 
No appeal on the docket today 
Just my own sin 
The walls are cold and pale 
The cage made of steel 
Screams fill the room 
Alone I drop and kneel 
Silence now the sound 
My breath the only motion around 
Demons cluttering around 
My face showing no emotion 
Shackled by my sentence 
Expecting no return 
Here there is no penance 
My skin begins to burn 
(And I said oh) So I held my head up high 
Hiding hate that burns inside 
Which only fuels their selfish pride 
(And I said oh) We're all held captive 
Out from the sun 
A sun that shines on only some 
We the meek are all in one 
I hear a thunder in the distance 
See a vision of a cross 
I feel the pain that was given 
On that sad day of loss 
A lion roars in the darkness 
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Only he holds the key 
A light to free me from my burden 
And grant me life eternally 
Should have been dead 
On a Sunday morning 
Banging my head 
No time for mourning 
Ain't got no time 
(And I said oh) So I held my head up high 
Hiding hate that burns inside 
Which only fuels their selfish pride 
(And I said oh) We're all held captive 
Out from the sun 
A sun that shines on only some 
We the meek are all in one 
I cry out to God 
Seeking only his decision 
Gabriel stands and confirms 
I've created my own prison 
I cry out to God 
Seeking only his decision 
Gabriel stands and confirms 
I've created my own prison 
(And I said oh) So I held my head up high 
Hiding hate that burns inside 
Which only fuels their selfish pride 
(And I said oh) We're all held captive 
Out from the sun 
A sun that shines on only some 
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We the meek are all in one 
(And I said oh) So I held my head up high 
Hiding hate that burns inside 
Which only fuels their selfish pride 
(And I said oh) We're all held captive 
Out from the sun 
A sun that shines on only some 
We the meek are all in one 
Should've been dead on a Sunday morning 
banging my head 
No time for mourning 
Ain't got no time 
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What's This Life For 
 
Hurray for a child 
That makes it through 
If there's any way 
Because the answer lies in you 
They're laid to rest 
Before they know just what to do 
Their souls are lost 
Because they could never find 
What's this life for 
I see your soul, it's kind of gray 
I see your heart, you look away 
You see my wrist, I know your pain 
I know your purpose on your plane 
Don't say a last prayer 
Because you could never find 
What's this life for 
But they ain't here anymore 
Don't have to settle the score 
Cause we all live 
Under the reign of one king 
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One Last Breath 
 
Please come now I think I'm falling 
I'm holding on to all I think is safe 
It seems I found the road to nowhere 
And I'm trying to escape 
I yelled back when I heard thunder 
But I'm down to one last breath 
And with it let me say 
Let me say 
 
Hold me now 
I'm six feet from the edge and I'm thinking 
Maybe six feet 
Ain't so far down 
 
I'm looking down now that it's over 
Reflecting on all of my mistakes 
I thought I found the road to somewhere 
Somewhere in His grace 
I cried out heaven save me 
But I'm down to one last breath 
And with it let me say 
Let me say 
 
Hold me now 
I'm six feet from the edge and I'm thinking 
Maybe six feet 
Ain't so far down 
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Hold me now 
I'm six feet from the edge and I'm thinking 
Maybe six feet 
Ain't so far down 
I'm so far down 
 
Sad eyes follow me 
But I still believe there's something left for me 
So please come stay with me 
'Cause I still believe there's something left for you and me 
For you and me 
For you and me 
 
Hold me now 
I'm six feet from the edge and I'm thinking 
 
Hold me now 
I'm six feet from the edge and I'm thinking 
Maybe six feet 
Ain't so far down 
 
Hold me now 
I'm six feet from the edge and I'm thinking 
Maybe six feet 
Ain't so far down 
 
Please come now I think I'm falling 
I'm holding on to all I think is safe 
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Faceless Man 
 
I spent a day by the river 
It was quiet and the wind stood still 
I spent some time with nature 
To remind me of all that's real 
It's funny how silence speaks sometimes when you're alone 
And remember that you feel 
I said it's funny how silence speaks sometimes when you're alone 
And remember that you feel 
Again I stand, Lord I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
Again I stand, Lord I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
 
Now I saw a face on the water 
It looked humble but willing to fight 
I saw the will of a warrior 
His yoke is easy and His burden is light 
 
He looked me right in the eyes 
Direct and concise to remind me 
To always do what's right 
He looked me right in the eyes 
Direct and concise to remind me 
To always do what's right 
 
Again I stand. Lord I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
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Again I stand. Lord, God I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
 
'Cause if the face inside can't see the light 
I know I'll have to walk alone 
And if I walk alone to the other side 
I know I might not make it home 
 
Again I stand, Lord I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
Again I stand, Lord I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
 
Next time I see this face 
I'll say I choose to live for always 
So won't you come inside And never go away 
Next time I see this face 
I'll say I choose to live for always 
So won't you come inside And never go away 
Again I stand, Lord I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
Again I stand, Lord I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
Again I stand, Lord I stand, 
against the Faceless Man 
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My Sacrifice 
 
Hello my friend, we meet again 
It's been awhile, where should we begin? 
Feels like forever 
Within my heart are memories of perfect love that you gave to me 
Oh, I remember 
When you are with me, I'm free 
I'm careless, I believe 
Above all the others we'll fly 
This brings tears to my eyes 
My sacrifice 
We've seen our share of ups and downs 
Oh how quickly life can turn around 
In an instant 
It feels so good to reunite 
Within yourself and within your mind 
Let's find peace there 
When you are with me, I'm free 
I'm careless, I believe 
Above all the others we'll fly 
This brings tears to my eyes 
My sacrifice 
I just want to say hello again 
I just want to say hello again 
When you are with me I'm free 
I'm careless, I believe 
Above all the others we'll fly 
This brings tears to my eyes 
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Cause when you are with me I am free 
I'm careless, I believe 
Above all the others we'll fly 
This brings tears to my eyes 
My sacrifice, My sacrifice 
I just want to say hello again 
I just want to say hello again 
My sacrifice. 
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Table. 1 Types Of Connotative Meaning 
1. Data of Don’t Stop Dancing lyrics    
No Data Context Explanation  True 
() 
False 
() 
Note 
1 At times life is wicked. 
(01/0:02/NEGC/DSD) 
Someone who always think 
that all of things are bad and 
he can not realize goodness. 
He always negative thinking 
about everything. 
Wicked has bad or evil.  
 
  Wicked belongs to negative 
connotative because can 
influence the sense of 
attitude. 
2 I just can’t see the light. 
(02/0:06/PC/DD) 
This lyrics tell about that 
someone who is sad, his life 
is empty, gloomy. If someone 
feels happy, so he also can 
make other people happy 
becuase the light (happiness) 
that he has can affect the 
people around him. 
Light means happiness 
(something shinning) 
  Light belongs to positive 
connotative. 
 3 A silver lining sometimes 
isn’t enough. 
(03/0:09/PC/DSD) 
Silver lining explains about 
good situation. 
Silver lining has 
connotative meaning. It 
refers to the good or 
pleasant sideeffects of an 
unpleasant situation. 
  Silver lining is positive 
connotative. 
4 And now I’m on my 
knees again. 
(04/0:20/PC/DSD) 
The lyric represents that a 
person has experienced 
sorrow and happiness but it is 
enough for him/her. 
However, the person is able 
to gain his/her spirit to 
continue living in this cruel 
world. 
The word on my knees 
connotes a pray or hope.  
 
 
  It is positive connotative 
because it has a clear 
understanding of the 
meaning. 
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5 Children don’t stop 
dancing. 
(05/0:40/PC/DSD) 
The lyric represents that 
when someone has bad 
trouble in his/her life, even in 
sorrow, he or she needs to 
stay strong and to be able to 
find happiness upon the 
sorrow.  
The word dancing  means 
happiness, because usually 
someone who is dancing 
feels happy. 
  It is positive connotative 
because of general 
connotation and easy to find 
in dictionary. 
6 Believe you can fly. 
(06/0:47/PC/DSD) 
this condition explains about 
the conviction. We must sure 
that we can get what we 
wants. 
It means that we can do 
what we want. 
   
7 Hey God I know I’m just a 
dot in this world. 
(08/1:20/NEGC/DSD) 
The lyric explains aboutt the 
value of human before the 
God. It explains that humans 
are less valueable than the 
God. 
a dot in this world means 
the value of human. 
   
8 Am I hiding in the 
shadows? 
(09/2:32/NEGC/DSD) 
The lyrc explains that 
someone has experinced 
sadness but he or she needs to 
stand still. 
The word hiding in the 
shadows means hiding in 
the truth. 
  It is negative connotation 
considering the unexpected 
sense of the words. 
 
 
 
 
2. Data of My Own Prison lyrics 
No Data Context Explanation True False Note 
1 A court is in session, a 
verdict is in. 
(01/0:08/NEUC/MOP)  
This situation explains about 
a regret. 
The word court does not 
mean a place which is used 
to trial a law cases in the 
world, but it about the place 
  Court is categorized as 
Neutral becuase it does not 
give some stimulant to the 
human sense. 
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for someone who was dead. 
   2 A court is in session, a 
verdict is in. 
(02/0:12/NEUC/MOP) 
This situation tells if someone 
does a mistake, he will  get a 
punishment. 
The word verdict connotes 
punishment. 
  It is neutral because present 
something that is not good 
or bad. 
3 The walls are cold and 
pale. 
(03/0:23/NEGC/MOP) 
The lyric explains about 
someone facing judgement. 
In the next part of the lyric, 
the person who faces the 
judgement cannot intrigue the 
judgement. 
The wall cold and pale 
means judgement 
  Walls tends to be a negative 
connotative. 
4 The cage made of steel. 
(04/0:26/PC/MOP) 
It explain about the feelings 
that are not free and quiet.  
Steel connotes means the 
limit 
  It brings the positive sense. 
5 Out from the sun. 
(05/0:52/PC/MOP)  
It explains about a terrible 
condition that is far from 
happiness. 
This word Out from the sun 
means far from happiness. 
 
  It is clear and brings the 
positive sense. 
6 We the meek are all in 
one. 
(06/0:56/NEUC/MOP) 
The heaven is the place for 
the christians after they  
die. 
 The word meek connotes 
the heaven (Paradise). 
  The meek can not be 
categorized as positive and 
negative connotative. 
7 I heard a thunder in the 
distance. 
(07/1:11/NEGC/MOP) 
This situation explains about 
God’s warning. 
The word thunder is God 
voices. 
  It reflects the bad sensation. 
8 On that sad day of loss. 
(08/1:19/NEUC/MOP) 
The day that God sacrificed 
himself to atone for the sins 
of his people. 
Sad day means the day 
when  Jesus Christ sacrifices 
himself. 
  It does not effect for 
negative and positive. 
9 A lion roars in the 
darkness. 
(09/1:24/PC/MOP) 
This condition tells about 
There is no one can be 
comparable the power of God 
A lion roars in the darkness 
is animal which has a large 
powerful. In this lyric, the 
word lion connotates Jesus 
  It softens the Christ to be 
the expected hero. 
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Christ for his brave and 
sacrifice because He was 
struggling for his 
christendom. 
10 A light to free me from 
my burden. 
(10/1:30/PC/MOP) 
This condition occurs when 
we feel happy, because we 
get a opportunity for 
absolutism by God.  
Light means a opportunity.   It brings the positive sense 
of the connotative meaning. 
11 On a sunday morning. 
(11/1:39/NEUC/MOP) 
It tells about the best time for 
praying by Christians. 
The meaning of sunday 
morning is a church. 
   
12 I cry out to GOD. 
(12/2:45/PC/MOP) 
The lyric describes that 
everyone has his/her on 
mistake and regrets about the 
mistake he/she had done.  
Cry out means pray to the 
divine in looking 
redemption. 
   
13 I’ve created my own 
prison. 
(13/2:53/NEGC/MOP) 
This lyric explains about the 
judgement day.  
The word prison means 
fault.  
 
  Although it is clear, but it 
brings the bad stereotypes 
connotation. 
 
3. Data of  What This Life For lyrics  
No Data Context Explanation True False Note 
1 They’re laid to rest. 
(01/0:30 /PC/WTLF) 
It explains that humans have 
stopped doing everything in 
the world. 
Rest means someone has 
already dead. 
  It makes the sense becomes 
soft. 
2 I see your soul, it’s kind of 
gray.  
(02/1:20/NEGC/WTLF) 
Someone who has a lot of 
sadness in his life. 
Gray means pain and 
sadness. 
  It is a connotative of 
negativeness because the 
‘gray’ is not expected by the 
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people. 
3 You see my wrist, I know 
your pain. 
(03/1:26/PC/WTLF) 
This lyric explain about 
sacrifice. 
The word wrist is 
helpfulness, because the 
word wrist has the same 
meaning as the sentence 
Give me your hand. In this 
sentence, the meaning 
between wrist and hand is 
the same, helpfulness. 
  It brings the positive sense 
of a help. 
4 Under the reign of one 
king. 
(04/ 2:30/PC/WTLF) 
It represents that the life of 
someone depends on 
something or someone more 
powerful like king. 
 
One king also represents 
something divine like a god. 
  It softens the word the 
important reason. 
 
4. Data of One Last Breath lyrics 
No Data Context Explanation True False Note 
1 It seems I found the road 
to nowhere. 
(01/0:27/NEGC/OLB) 
 The lyric describes about 
after life, there is no way to 
come back. 
The word road to nowhere 
means after death. 
  It brings the negative sense. 
2 I yelled back when I heard 
thunder. 
(02/0:35/NEGC/OLB) 
This situation explains about 
God’s warning. 
The word thunder connotes 
voices God. 
   
3 But I’m down to one last 
breath. 
(03/0:37/NEGC/OLB) 
The lyric describes about 
hopeless. It has connotative 
meaning that someone has 
The word one last breath 
means death. 
   
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already past away but still 
looking for a to live.  
4 I’m six feet from the edge 
and I’m thinking. 
(04/0:50/NEUC/OLB) 
It explains that someone was 
died. 
The word of I’m six feet from 
the edge connotes the grave, 
because the depth of grave is 
six feet under the ground. If 
six feet under is someone 
who was died/ buried six feet 
underground; not alive; dead, 
(All English Idioms & 
Phrases & Proverbs).  
   
5 Sad eyes follow me. 
(05/2:25/PC/OLB) 
This condition happens when 
there is someone who has 
died and the visitors feel sad. 
It is related to the album’s 
tone, namely gloomy. 
Sad eyes connotes 
condolence. 
  It softens the word and 
beings the good nuance. 
 
5. Data of Faceless Man lyrics 
No Data Context Explanation True False Note 
1 Again I stand, Lord I 
stand, against the faceless 
man. 
(01/1:23/PC/FM) 
This lyric explains that 
someone always does bad 
things in the past, but now he 
becomes to be better (repent). 
 
Faceless man connotes 
rowdiness. 
  It brings the soft sense of 
the rowdy man into faceless 
man. 
2 I know I might not make 
it home. 
(03/3:27/PC/FM) 
Home is about of warmth, 
comfort, and affection. 
The word make it home 
means pleasure. 
   It appreciates the words 
becomes soft nuance. 
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6. Data of My Sacrifice lyrics 
No Data Context Explanation True False Note 
1 Hello my friend, we meet 
again. (01/0:34/PC/MS) 
It is about Christian’s belief 
and the next lyric is about 
who give perfect love for us 
and sacrifice for God.   
This word friend  means 
God. 
  It brings the good sense and 
positive nuance. 
2 Above all the others we’ll 
fly. (02/1:17/PC/MS) 
This condition explains about 
the conviction. We must sure 
that we can get what we 
wants. 
Fly means that we can do 
what we want. 
   
3 This brings tears to my 
eyes. (03/1:20/NEGC/MS) 
This situation about sadness.  The word tears connotates 
sorrow. 
   
4 We’ve seen our share of 
ups and downs. 
(05/1:41/NEUC/MS) 
Its about feeling. In our life, 
sometimes we feel happy 
then suddenly we feel sad 
about something. 
It connotes the wheel of life.   Ups nd downs belong to 
neutral because it brings the 
common sense. 
  
 
NOTE 
Type of Connotative Meanings 
 PC refers to Positive Connotation 
 NEGC refers to Negative Connotation 
 NEUC refers to Neutral Connotation 
